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the " sudden and unexpected " coming foretold by Jesus into an 
" early and speedy " coming. 

The proof-reading, especially of the Greek quotations, is often 
faulty. Walter Rauschenbusch. 

Rochester, N. Y. 



Skizzen aus dem Leben der alten Kirche. Von Theodor 
Zahn, Dr. und Prof, der Theologie in Erlangen. Zweite 
vermehrte und verbesserte Auflage. Leipzig: A. Dei- 
chert'sche Verlagsbuchhandlung Nachf. (G. Bohme) , 1898. 
Pp. viii + 392. M. 5.25; bound, M. 6.25. 

The book contains eight addresses, delivered between 1876 and 
1889. They merit their preservation and collection. There is nothing 
fugitive about them. " Fugitive " is almost a ludicrous word when 
applied to work so solid and replete with learning. To anchor them 
more surely yet, we have sixty-two pages of notes and references in 
fine print at the close, besides an appendix with a number of Christian 
prayers of 90-170 A. D., and an address of the fourth century on 
" Sunday rest." But it would be a mistake to suppose the book pon- 
derous or dull. The style is vivacious ; the material is handled and 
arranged with the ease of familiarity ; there is everywhere a practical 
outlook on present-day questions ; the whole is the modest and con- 
scientious offering of a learned man who feels that he stands apart 
from the practical work of his time, but who wishes to contribute the 
results of his special labors for the assistance of the practical workers. 
The titles of the essays are as follows : (1) " The Traffic of the World 
in the First Three Centuries in Relation to the Growth and Life of the 
Church;" (2) "Missionary Methods in the Apostolic Age;" (3) 
" The Social Question and Home Missions according to the Epistle of 
James;" (4) "Slavery and Christianity in the Ancient World;" 

(5) " The History of Sunday, especially in the Ancient Church ; " 

(6) "Constantine the Great and the Church ;" (7) "The Rule of Faith 
and the Baptismal Confession in the Ancient Church;" (8) "The 
Adoration of Jesus in the Apostolic Age." It is impossible to sum- 
marize such a variety of material, or even to indicate some of the inter- 
esting tracks of thought on which light is shed in passing. The first 
two addresses would prove suggestive to pastors in their discussion of 
foreign missions. The second gives a fine summary of the facts that 
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can be gleaned from the New Testament concerning the activity of the 
Judaizers. Zahn is one of the most conservative German theologians. 
For instance, he places the epistle of James before 50 A. D. In speak- 
ing of Rom., chap. 16, he does not mention the possibility of its being 
a fragment originally addressed to Ephesus, but bases his argument on 
the fact that Paul knew so many people at Rome, though he had never 
been there. He proves that James did not contemplate a change of social 
conditions by Christianity, but only a Christian life within given con- 
ditions, and concludes that, therefore, Christianity as such never has 
any business to look farther. Walter Rauschenbusch. 

Rochester, N. Y. 

A Thousand Years of English Church History. From the 
Earliest Times to the Death of Queen Elizabeth. By L. 
O. Asplen. London: George Bell & Sons, 1898. Pp. 
xii-f- 372. 4s., net. 

Our author sees his " country torn with conflicting sects." " Many 
are straying away in the manifold paths of modern schism." Deeply 
deploring this dissent, he hopes so to tell the story of Christianity in 
England as to win back "the more orthodox among the dissenters" to 
the national church, "which some of them too hastily forsook, and 
many of them too often ignorantly assail." Perhaps, if these 
schismatics could be made acquainted with a thousand years of English 
church history, they would abandon their "present rampant secta- 
rianism." 

Mr. Asplen undertakes to furnish this needed information. He 
begins by assuring his readers that infant baptism, baptismal regenera- 
tion, confirmation, Christ's real objective presence in the eucharist, the 
threefold ministry, and kindred Church of England tenets are all 
plainly taught in the Holy Scriptures. It is by a divine arrangement 
that the government of the church inheres in the bishop, and its unity 
centers in the episcopate. "To this carefully maintained succession 
of bishops belongs the recognized duty of holding fast the traditions 
and handing faithfully down the 'deposit 1 of the Christian faith 
through all the raging storms of false doctrine, heresy, and schism." 
The bishops, who are in this "silver line of sweet continuity," ordained 
custodians of the traditions, can easily enough tell the dissenters what 
is heretical and schismatical. They can point out "the unbroken con- 
tinuity of the Church of England before and after the Reformation," 



